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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED 
LITERATURE. 



The Chautauqua Assemblies throughout the country will, this year, repre- 
sent systematic Bible study as never before. At Waseca, Minn. ; Colfax, la. ; 
Ling Pine, Neb. ; Southern California, Pacific Grove, Pennsylvania, Chautau- 
qua ; Fryeburg, Me. ; Framingham, Mass., and Lakeside, O., the matter of 
establishing a regular department of Sacred Literature is under serious con- 
sideration. At five of these Assemblies arrangements are actually completed 
for such work, and instructors and lecturers have been assigned. It is not to 
be inferred that none of these Assemblies have had Bible work before. The 
realization of the need for this work has been a steady growth for years. A 
class in the systematic study of some part of the Bible has been a regular 
part of the work of certain Assemblies for several sessions, but the schools 
have been independent and scattered heretofore, while now there will be a 
unity, arising from the connection of each with the central organization of the 
Institute, which recommends the instructors and the courses of study. At the 
Mother Chautauqua such a connection has been maintained for a number of 
years. 

Rev. O. C. S. Wallace, of Toronto, Ont., has sent the following interesting 
report of the work of the Institute Bible Club in his church. It is encourag- 
ing, as it shows the practical working of the Institute plan, and how important 
results are secured that do not figure largely in the published reports of the 
Institute. 

The Bible Club of the Bloor Street Baptist Church, Toronto, was organized 
early in 1891. The first year was spent upon The Life of Christ. In the 
January, 1892, examination eighteen certificates were awarded to our Club by 
the Institute. During the second year we went over the first half of the course 
on The Founding of the Christian Church, and the Institute gave certificates 
to twenty-two members of the Club, several of whom secured the maximum 
mark, 100, and all but two of whom were marked " first class." Thirteen of 
the twenty-two took the Advanced grade work, seven the Progressive, and 
two the Intermediate. The third year's work has been taken up with undi- 
minished interest, the working members of the Club numbering between thirty 
and forty. 

The members of the Bible Class are distinguished for the diligence with 
which they apply themselves to their scriptural studies, the enthusiasm with 
which they talk of the Bible from day to day, and their competency as Sun- 
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day-school teachers. Some time ago I asked from each a written answer to 
the question " How have you been benefited by these lessons ? " In sub- 
stance the answers received were : " Greatly increased interest in the Scrip- 
tures;" "Much better understanding of the Bible;" "A quickened spiritual 
life." A very large proportion gave the last named answer. 

The work has proved a great blessing to us, and Bible study is pursued in 
our homes with increased zest and profit. I believe thoroughly in the Bible 
Club idea, and hope that the attempt to engage a larger number of the young 
people of the continent in such study may be successful. 



Brief mention was made in the March number of The Biblical World 
of the plan of Bible study proposed by the Institute for the Young People's 
Societies. This plan is simply the regular " Correspondence Club " plan 
adapted to the special needs of the class for whom it is intended. For this 
class the Life of Christ course, based on the four Gospels, is recommended as 
being best fitted, both in subject and treatment, for a beginner's course. 

In the interest of Bible study in general, and especially of this plan for the 
young people, a special representative of the Institute will visit nine State 
Conventions of the Y. P. S. C. E. during the next three months. These are 
all in the West, from Colorado to Washington, and follow each other in rapid 
succession. In addition to an address on Bible study at each convention, an 
effort will be made to meet, personally, all who are interested, and to give 
them any help that may be desired toward organization in the several States. 



